Use this space to reflect on what the Spirit of God is teaching
you through this journey. Consider how the story of Joshua
and the invitation to participate in the Courage Campaign are
transforming your relationship with God and his people.
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Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan
and all the Canaanite kings along the coast heard
how the Lord had dried up the Jordan before the
Israelites until they had crossed over, their hearts
melted in fear and they no longer had the courage
to face the Israelites.

God is not just the God of the victorious, but also of
the defeated. The Amorite and Canaanite kings heard
the same stories Rahab heard. They probably did not
see the Israelites cross the Jordan miraculously, but
they got the reports. They had every opportunity to
turn to God and believe, just as Rahab did.

JOSHUA 5:1

But instead of faith making them bold, they chose
to believe the reports and lose heart. Instead of a
courageous response like Rahab, they were paralyzed
with fear. Their defeat became inevitable because of
their response to witnessing God’s power.
Witnessing the power of God always demands a
choice and a response. The victorious trust God’s
power and act; the defeated are fearful and do nothing.

Have you seen the power of God? What do you believe he can do for
his people? Does this leave you eager to act or afraid? Spend time talking
to God about your response.
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in the wilderness, Israel had finally crossed the river
into the land of God’s promise. They knew the stories
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They knew how their
ancestors moved to Egypt, thinking it was their
salvation, only to become Pharaoh’s slaves. You don’t
quickly forget the de-humanization, the demeaning
remarks, the daily danger, and the inhumane workload.

Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled
away the shame of your slavery in Egypt.”

As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will
never be put to shame.”

J O S H U A 5 : 9 N LT

ROMANS 10:11

Our God and theirs is the God of rebirth. When they
crossed the Jordan, they became a new people with a
renewed relationship to the God of their fathers. The
shame of Egyptian slavery was no more.
Although the Apostle Paul had done horrible things to
the first Christians, he wasn’t crippled by the shame
of his past. He told the Philippian Christians:, “No, dear
brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it [perfection],
but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and
looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach
the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize
for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us”
(Philippians 3:13-14).

Shame holds us back from enjoying the abundant blessings God has promised
his people. What causes shame in your life? Pray for God to release you from it.
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In what ways might God’s people prefer “milk” over “solid food”? Pray that we will
In what ways might God’s people prefer “milk” over “solid food”? Pray that we will
delight in the training and work it takes to mature.
delight in the training and work it takes to mature.
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Use this space to reflect on what the Spirit of God is teaching
you through this journey. Consider how the story of Joshua
and the invitation to participate in the Courage Campaign are
transforming your relationship with God and his people.

Who had defeated Pharaoh as Israel fled from Egypt?
Who had defeated the Amalekites when they attacked
Israel in the wilderness? Who had given Israel victory
over King Sihon and King Og even before they crossed
the Jordan? This is spiritual warfare, so it was foremost
God’s battle—and he would win!
God also wanted to encourage Joshua. Leaders are
often alone at the top, but Joshua was not leading
Israel’s army alone. God was providing heavenly
support troops. Perhaps Joshua realized as Elisha
would say later in a similar situation when Israel faced
an overwhelming force, “Don’t be afraid! For there are
more on our side than on theirs” (2Kings 6:16).
Even when faced with overwhelming forces, God’s
people are never alone. Our God is the God of
Heaven’s Armies.

Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up
and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn
sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked,
“Are you for us or for our enemies?”

The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but
the victory rests with the Lord.
PROVERBS 21:31

“Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army
of the Lord I have now come.”
JOSHUA 5:13-14A

Who or what would God have to send for you not to be afraid, but to believe God is
leading his people to victory?
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Why did God send his angelic general to Joshua right
before the battle of Jericho? Should Joshua be afraid?
No, the Lord God had instructions for Joshua about
how to take Jericho, but first God needed to remind
Joshua of a couple of very important things. Before the
battle began, God wanted to remind Joshua whose
battle it was and what it would take to win.

Holy Ground

As Moses had done at the burning bush, now Joshua
too removes his sandals to respect a holy moment in
the presence of God. Both Joshua and Moses had to
be told how to be holy. Apparently it is very important.
The definition of holy is that which is God or belongs
to God or is set apart for God’s purpose. God himself is
the definition of holy. When God stands before Joshua,
even the ground they stand on becomes holy.
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Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in
reverence, and asked him, “What message does
my Lord have for his servant?”
The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off
your sandals, for the place where you are standing is
holy.” And Joshua did so.

As obedient children, do not conform to the evil
desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But
just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you
do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
1 PETER 1:14-16

JOSHUA 5:14B-15

Being holy is so focused on God that it is amazing
to hear the Apostle Paul say that God has made us
holy, “He made you holy by means of Christ Jesus”
(1 Corinthians 1:2). What does this mean though, that
we are holy? Do we need to take off our shoes?
In a sense the answer is yes. If we have been touched
by God, if his Spirit lives in us, then the answer is yes.
We are called to be holy in everything we do.

Thank God for the holiness he gives us through Jesus. Ask God to continue to root
out any part of you that is counter to his holiness and give you the strength to be
holy in everything you do.
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